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BACKGROUND 
 
One of the most enduring challenges for securing resources for affordable housing in 
Miami is a negative public perception of the people living in low-income housing. The 
media and government officials portray low-income housing as dangerous, decaying 
and dilapidated. As a result, the families living in that housing are often viewed as 
violent, broken, and not worth investing in.  The untold story, however, is that within 
public housing are vibrant, tight-knit communities that make up the backbone of our city. 
Hidden within these communities are countless positive stories of people helping each 
other, people pooling resources and people working to improve their lives and 
communities. 
 
Unfortunately, these communities are being torn apart as the crush of development 
pushes out long time residents of low-income housing, unwelcome in the “new Miami.” 
 The important contributions these residents have made to Miami are ignored or 
forgotten. During the JusticeHack you will learn about public housing residents’ fight to 
keep their community together in Liberty City’s Scott-Carver Homes and how the Last 
Building Standing of those projects was saved from demolition through the tireless 
efforts of those residents.  As we strive to build a Miami where all renters have safe, 
decent housing, we must preserve and strengthen the community networks fostered 
over the years by low-income renters. 
 
Keep this context in mind as you use the diverse range of talents, perspectives, and 
disciplines in your JusticeHack team to address this issue. 

 
 

PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 
 
MIAMI WORKERS CENTER 
The Miami Workers Center organizes and develops conscious leadership within Miami’s 
working class communities for economic, gender and racial equality. Through a 
movement led by working class communities, we envision a world of democracy and 
social justice for all people. One of MWC’s areas of work is Economic Justice, and our 
current economic focus is housing and housing rights. Since March, MWC has been 
meeting with community leaders from Liberty City and Allapattah to determine what their 
housing concerns are, and how we can solve them together. 
 

www.miamiworkerscenter.org 
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THE NUMBERS 
68,000  - # of Miamians on public housing/Section 8 waitlist 
 

62  - % of income an average renter in Miami pays for housing 
 

30  - % of income that one should spend on housing for it to be considered affordable 
 

1  - Miami's rank in terms of rent to income disparity compared to other major US cities  

COMMUNITY VOICES 
“They put the negativity of public housing in the newspapers, like 
crime. Put the positive in there. Why can’t we get mentioned as 
positive people? Mention how nice the neighbors are. Mention how 
the yard is still clean.” 

 

“I had a good friend that lived in Scott Carver…she told me 
when she had to move out it was like leaving a piece of her 
behind because for 26 years that was all she knew. Talking to 
her about that, you could understand, you could feel the 
anger; you could feel the hurt in her voice.” 

 

“Because me for one, my family we were kind of derailed by the 
new neighborhood.”  

“I’ve had to reapply again, and again, and again. For 15 years I’ve 
been on a waiting list.” 

 

Right to the City, We Call These Projects Home, May 2010 http://www.cdp-ny.org/report/We_Call_These_Projects_Home.pdf

1,150  - # of residents displaced when Scott-Carver Homes was demolished 
 

850  - # of apartments that once housed low-income renters in Scott-Carver Homes 
 

600  - approximate # of families Miami Housing Authority admitted to losing track of and 
residents eventually found 
 

177  - # of public housing units in the new Scott-Carver Homes 
 

33 - % of former Scott-Carver Homes residents who have become homeless after being 
displaced 
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MATERIALS 

MIAMI HERALD ‘HOUSE OF LIES’ SERIES 
Front page of the investigative series on Miami-Dade’s housing agency’s corruption and 
mismanagement 
 
INFOGRAPHIC 
This visual tool breaks down how Hope VI, the program that led to the demolition of 
Scott-Carver Homes, impacts residents of public housing 
 
DECLARATIONS OF SCOTT HOMES RESIDENTS 
Excerpts from legal documents filed by Scott Homes residents  
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD RESOLUTION 
Resolution preserving the Last Building Standing as a historic building 
 
PHOTOS OF THE LAST BUILDING STANDING 
(with Facilitator) 
 
 

 

ADDITIONAL READING 

RESEARCH REPORT - How are the Displaced Scott-Carver Residents Faring?:  
http://www.risep-fiu.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/find_our_people.pdf 
 
MIAMI HERALD INVESTIGATIVE REPORT – House of Lies: 
http://www.miamiherald.com/multimedia/news/houseoflies/ 
 
NATIONAL REPORT – We Call These Projects Home: 
http://www.righttothecity.org/index.php/resources/reports/item/61-we-call-these-projects-
home 
 
NEWS COVERAGE - Mixed-income plan tests an urban vision: 
http://www.housingissues.org/floridacdc/articles/031003-1.htm 
 
NEWS COVERAGE - Public Housing Residents Fight for their Homes: 
http://reimaginerpe.org/17-2/rein 
 
 
 
 
 





IV. RESEARCH FINDINGS–CHAPTER THREE: LOST IN THE FRAY 35

WHAT HAPPENS TO 
RESIDENTS UNDER HOPE VI?

MEANWHILE . . .
MOST RESIDENTS WON’T MAKE IT BACK



EXCERPTS FROM DECLARATIONS 
OF SCOTT HOMES RESIDENTS – 2006 

 
My mother lived at Scott Homes for over 33 years, from 1968 to 2002. She raised four children, including 
myself in Scott Homes. After 1990, she lived in Scott Homes by herself until she was forced to relocate by 
the Hope VI project.  
 
When we moved into Scott, in 1968, we were excited to be in a three bedroom house with a backyard. We 
though we were living in luxury after moving from Overtown. Although, there was some crime in 
neighborhood, it was for the most part a great place to live. My mother knew everybody in her row. 
Everyone that knew her in the project referred to her as “mama” or “grandma.”  
 
 
I lived in Scott Homes from 1974-2001. I was well-known in the community for my work with children who 
had been displaced or abused. Over the years, I helped over 2,000 children and on any given day you 
could find 50-60 kids at my home. I have been told that my work is an important part of history. Even 
people from Hope VI came to me after I moved out and told me that had they known about me and my 
work they would have tried to preserve my home.  
 
I was not afraid to live at Scott Homes. I could go out day or night and feel safe. I never locked my doors 
and homes were never broken into. During the last part of the time I lived at Scott, the police were always 
around. They would harass people. We couldn’t event sit outside on the porch without them bothering us. 
One police officer even drew a gun on me once. ...  
 
The place where I live now is more dangerous. ...My children’s bikes have been stolen and so has a 
ladder and my weed-eater. My car was also broken into where I live now, but that never happened in 
Scott.  
 
 
I am a single mother and I lived with my three children in Scott Home for approximately 9 years. I raised 
my children in Scott Homes and would have remained if I was not relocated by Hope VI. I really enjoyed 
living in Scott Homes because the people were nice. My children did well in school in the area and the rent 
where I was living was affordable.  
 
I had a lot of good neighbors in Scott too. I was close to my neighbors and we watched each other’s 
children. Scott Homes was not perfect, but I was comfortable there and my family was comfortable there.  
 
 
I lived in Scott for almost 15 years, from 1987 to 2002. I raised six children in Scott. Their ages were 3, 4, 
8, 9, 10 and 15 when I moved into Scott. I remained in Scott until I was evicted for nonpayment of rent 
during the Hope VI relocation process.  
 
I enjoyed my time in Scott Homes. It was my home and it was beautiful. I raised my children there. I knew 
most of my neighbors. The entire community was like one big family. We would have big barbecues during 
events like Save the Neighborhood. Some nights I would take in kids from the neighborhood that were put 
out by their parents. I loved to garden and plant trees. I used to love to take care of my yard. I even 
planted an almond tree that was still standing when I left.  

!



!



!


